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The Australian Feedbase Monitor

Overview
The AFM is a $4.7m co-funded (50:50) investment by Cibo Labs 

and the MLA Donor Company to deliver industry-wide benefits

Objective, consistent and repeatable feedbase assessments for 

every farm, every month

Creating a foundation for “spatially-enabling” the industry.





The Cibo Team 

Nik HenryPhil Tickle
Co-Founder & Principal 

Research Scientist
Senior GeoSpatial AnalystCo - Founder & GM

Peter is a world-leading scientist in full 

stack remote sensing across terrestrial 

and aquatic environments. 

Nik is a Business Analyst with 15+ years 

experience, working in spatial systems 

development come platform management 

and tech support roles. 

Phil has over 30 years experience in the 

application of geospatial and remote sensing 

solutions focused on natural resource 

management, agriculture and climate change. 

Dr Peter Scarth



The Team Behind Us

Jess Paton Wendy GillAlastair Rayner
Customer Support Manager 

(Grazing Technologies)
Extension and Support TeamNational Extension & Adoption 

Manager
Jess has experience in livestock 

production, genetics and reproduction, 

customer service and support, 

administration and data management

Wendy has worked in the Agricultural Advisory and 

extension space for more than 20 years, She has 

extensive experience and qualifications in mixed 

farming agricultural systems, livestock production

Alastair is a highly regarded extension 

specialist. His career includes 17 years with 

NSW DPI and 10 years operating RaynerAg



What we know



However,

48% of producers said they had lost 
money on sales as a result



Who can use the 
system?

• It is free to all MLA members

• Non-member Levy Payers can subscribe for 
$99/year

• Users simply need to link their active LPA 
Account to their MyMLA Account.



Using the AFM
Getting started 01 A myMLA account will allow you to access all 

your MLA information 

Create myMLA Account

Enter your profile, location and land parcels

Complete your details

Click on find out more go to the Cibo 

page

Access the AFM 

02

03

04

Your LPA is needed to link your property or 

properties. You can link through the myMLA 

account

Link your LPA Account 



Select your land 
parcels to create 
“Spatial PICS”

Link your PICS









Using the AFM for decisions

• The AFM data offers insights for producers to:

• Manage seasonal trends 

• Manage areas of high or low pasture mass

• Manage ground cover % to achieve targets



Strategic Applications

• Aligning annual calendars 
with regional data

• Doesn’t always show the 
local variations or 
changes

• These differences can be 
significant for individual 
producers
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Strategic Applications

• Individual growth rates 
do vary

• This can allow reflection 
on timing of key events

• May change the way 
decisions or 
benchmarks are set
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Tactical Applications

• Provides a reliable starting 
point for budgeting

• Ensures consistency in data

• Increase confidence in 
decisions

• The MLA Feedbase Budgeting 
Tool is a good start



MLA Stocking Rate Calculator



Take advantage of the MLA tools



Upgrades – what changes



Feed budgets 

• Moving from AFM to PastureKey

• Paddock level (10m2) resolution

• 15 day rolling average

• Data sharing across platforms 
such as AgriWebb



Take home messages

• The AFM offers all producers access to accurate, regular and objective assessments

• Access is free to MLA members (make sure your details are correct with MLA 
membership if you receive a message saying you are not recognised)

• MLA Help Desk on 1800 865 255 or send an email to membership@mla.com.au

• Use the information to add value & accuracy to your decisions & with other tools 
such as feed budget & stocking rate calculators

mailto:membership@mla.com.au


Tools and resources 

• www.cibolabs.com.au

• www.mla.com.au/mymla

• https://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/

http://www.cibolabs.com.au/
http://www.mla.com.au/mymla
https://www.mla.com.au/extension-training-and-tools/
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Email Address

support@cibolabs.com.au

www.cibolabs.com.au

CiboLabs

mailto:support@cibolabs.com.au
http://www.cibolabs.com.au/
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